
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Woodland Presbyterian School 
Middle School Parents’ Guide 

2009 - 2010 

Middle School Mission Statement 
The middle school supports individual student 

learning abilities using both traditional and 
innovative approaches while providing 

opportunities for emotional, physical, and 
spiritual growth. 
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Middle School Faculty and Staff 
 

Middle School Administrators 
Adam Moore, Head of School, amoore@woodlandschool.org 

Michelle Packer, Assistant Head of School, mpacker@woodlandschool.org 
Tim Tatum, Director of Advancement, ttatum@woodlandschool.org 

Erin Franklin, Advancement Operations Coordinator, efranklin@woodlandschool.org 
Amy Barker, School Counselor, abarker@woodlandschool.org 

Lynn Sewell, Director of Communications and Technology, lsewell@woodlandschool.org 
Lance Morgan, Athletic Director, lmorgan@woodlandschool.org 

 

Middle School Teachers 
Debbie Brooks, 7th & 8th grade English, dbrooks@woodlandschool.org 

Cindy Fowler, 6th, 7th, & 8th grade girls’ physical education, cfowler@woodlandschool.org 
Patricia King, 7th & 8th grade science and 6th Lab, pking@woodlandschool.org 

Gina Lester, 6th grade teacher, glester@woodlandschool.org 
Mark Moffatt, 7th and 8th geography and U.S. History, mmoffatt@woodlandschool.org 

Lance Morgan 6th, 7th, & 8th grade boys’ physical education, lmorgan@woodlandschool.org 
Jill Connell, 6th, 7th & 8th Technology jconnell@woodlandschool.org 

Carol Percival, 6th grade teacher, cpercival@woodlandschool.org 
Sue Spice, 6th Art, 7th, & 8th art electives , sspice@woodlandschool.org 

Danetta Townsdin, 6th Music, Choral and Percussion electives, dtownsdin@woodlandschool.org 
Brenda Trusty, 7th & 8th grade Latin I, btrusty@woodlandschool.org 

Dean Wheaton, 7th & 8th, Pre-algebra, & Algebra I, dwheaton@woodlandschool.org 

 
 
 

Woodland Presbyterian School 
5217 Park Avenue 

Memphis, Tennessee 38119 
(901) 685-0976 

Fax (901) 761-2406 
www.woodlandschool.org 
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Absences and Make-Up Assignments 
• Woodland requires that parents call the school office when a student is absent.   
• If a student is absent, excused or unexcused, it is the student’s responsibility to get the make up 

assignments for each missed class.  

• Students are given two days per each missed day for excused absences to complete assignments 
without consequences.  For example, if a student is absent on Monday the make up work must be 
completed and turned in by the beginning of class on Thursday.  Anything after that time will be 
considered late, and the  

• A daily homework sheet will also be completed by classroom teachers. Any clarification needed 
for an extended absence can be clarified by emailing the classroom teacher or by checking school 
fusion.  

• Please make it a priority to be at school every day unless circumstances dictate otherwise. Missing 
school makes it extremely difficult for any student to reach his/her potential. 

• A student should not be absent more than 30 days to be considered for promotion. 
 

7th and 8th Grade Activity Schedule 
• Occasionally on Friday afternoons, students could be on an activity schedule. The schedule 

accommodates school activities and guest speakers. 

 
7th and 8th Electives 
• Electives are offered for 7th and 8th grade students.  
• These include Art, Choral Music, Percussion Music, Study Skills, Tech Art 

 
Break Time 
• Break time is typically held daily between 2nd and 3rd period. 

• Break times can vary depending on individual student and school schedules.  

• Students are allowed to have snacks during break time. Snacks should be brought from home. 
Students will not be allowed to buy drinks or snacks from the drink machine or the lunchroom 
during break time. 

• The break time is considered a privilege and may be taken away for various reasons. 

• Some examples of misbehavior during break time would be running, yelling, or leaving trash on 
the ground.  

• Break time will typically take place in the courtyard. If weather does not permit an outdoor break, 
it will take place in the middle school hallway. 

• Students are not allowed to complete written homework during break. Studying is permitted. 
 

Cell Phones or other personal electronics 
• I-pods, CD players, DVD players, radios, gaming systems, etc. are prohibited unless a teacher has 

granted specific permission. 
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• Such items may be confiscated until the end of the year or until a parent comes and reclaims the 
confiscated item from the teacher or Mrs. Packer. 

• Cell phones are allowed at school as long as they remain off and out of sight while at school. We 
recommend placing in the student’s locked locker. 

• Cell phones may only be used when specific permission has been granted by a teacher. 
 

Chapel 
• On Wednesday and Friday of most weeks the 6th, 7th, and 8th grades meet in the church sanctuary 

for middle school chapel. 

• Students are expected to sit quietly and listen to the message. 

• Students who arrive at school after 8:05 should report to the office. This is to prevent distractions 
during the chapel message. 

• One of the two chapel days is student led. During a student led chapel, two or three students lead 
the middle school in Bible readings, prayer, and a message. 

 
Class Schedule 
• Woodland utilizes a rotating schedule. Students do not have the same daily schedule during the 

course of a week.  

• This allows students to have their strongest and weakest classes at various times throughout the 
week. 

 

Dress Code 
SK, Lower and Middle School -  Boys and Girls 

• All uniforms must be purchased from Lands’ End 

• The polo shirt must be marked with the school logo 

• Clothing must not be torn or frayed. 

• Belts must be worn with pants or shorts with belt loops. 

• Shoes must be conservative in style and color.  They are to be low quarter and low heel, closed 
toe, and closed heel.  Oxfords are acceptable.  No shoes with wheels are allowed. 

• Socks are mandatory, must be blue, black, or white, and must be visible at all times. 

• Non-uniform outerwear (jackets, sweatshirts, etc.) may not be worn in the school building during 
the school day. 

• Clothing or accessories, including all outerwear, that advertise subjects inappropriate for school 
may not be worn. 

• Shirts or tops may not have writing, with the exception of the school logo where 
 
For Girls 

• Tops clearly designed to be worn outside the skirt or pants may be un-tucked; others must be 
tucked with belt or waistband showing. 

• Tights may be worn in only black, blue, or white solids.  Footless tights are permitted. 

• No leggings may be worn. 

• Length of skirts, shorts, and skorts must be no shorter than 3 inches above the knee. 
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For Boys 

• Hair must be neatly combed, out of the eyes, and off the collar.  If hair length fails to meet the 
above criteria, the student will be given a one-week period before receiving a demerit. 

• Boys’ pants are to be worn securely around their waists. 

• Boys may not wear earrings, necklaces, or bracelets. 

• Shirts must be tucked, with belt or waistband showing. 
 

Woodland School Administration reserves the right to modify the dress code as needed. 

 
 

Grading Scale 
98 – 100 A+  87 – 89 B+    77 – 79 C+    68 – 69 D+ 
93 – 97  A  83 – 86 B      73 – 76 C      65 – 67 D 
90 – 92  A-   80 – 82 B-     70 – 72 C-     64 – below F 

 
 

Exam Week Information 
• Exams are worth 15% of the semester average for 7th grade and 20% for 8th grade. 

• The 6th grade will have a final test for each subject. 

• There will be no required middle school activities during the three days of exams. 

• During December exams, no new material will be covered or tested after December 11th. During 
May exams, no new material will be covered or tested after May 11th.  

 
Exam Exemption 
• All students will take all semester exams in December.  

• 7th graders are NOT eligible for exemption.  

• 8th grade students may be exempt from end-of-the-year exams.  

• To be exempt from a class exam, an 8th grade student must maintain an A average (93 or higher) 
for all four nine weeks in that subject and an S or better in conduct for all four nine weeks in that 
class. 

 
Extra-curricular Participation 
• All students are encouraged to participate in extra-curricular activities. The following minimal 

standards have been established to participate: 

• Overall average 70% (C-) in the core subjects; 7th and 8th grade core subjects are Latin, Pre-
algebra/Algebra, History/Geography, English, Science 

• Passing (65 or higher) a minimum of 4 of the 5 core subjects.  

• Attended school a minimum of four hours on day of activity, game, or performance. The student 
should be in school no later than 11:00 a.m. 

• Extra curricular participation status is reassessed on a regular basis. Each individual case is 
evaluated with effort, attitude, and cooperation with input from teachers, sponsors, and/or coaches. 
Final decision rests with the administration. 
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Homework 
• Students should record their homework assignments in their assignment pad daily.  

• The following times are general guidelines for each grade’s homework load: 6th grade: 75 minutes; 
7th grade: 120 minutes; 8th grade 120 minutes.  

 
Honor Code 
• All 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students sign the honor code. 

• Students pledge to neither give nor receive help on any school assignment. 

• Students also pledge to neither take, use, nor borrow anything that is not theirs. 

• A copy of the Woodland Presbyterian Middle School Honor Code can be found in the handbook. 

• Honor offenses are those that involve lying, cheating, or stealing.   

• These offenses include giving or receiving help on any work, or any form of communication with 
classmates during any pledged work. 

• Upon the first offense, a grade of zero is assigned for the particular assignment. The student also 
receives a detention. The student meets with an administrator, and an account of the incident is on 
file.  Parents are informed and alerted of the consequences. 

• After the second offense, the student receives the first-offense consequences plus a one day in-
school suspension. A student will be required to make up missed work and tests but will not 
receive full credit for the test.  A parent conference will be scheduled with the Head of School 
and/or Assistant Head of School. 

• At the third offense, the student may be removed from school permanently. Final decision rests 
with the Head of School.   

 
Library Use 
• Students are encouraged to use the library for pleasure and/or research.  

• If a student has an overdue book, his/her parents will receive a bill for the charges.  

• All library books are due two weeks before the end of school.  

• In the case of a lost or damaged book, the student will be charged a replacement cost plus 
shipping. 
 

Lockers 
• All 7th and 8th grade students will be assigned a lock and locker. 

• Students should not share their locker combinations with anyone.  

• Students should be sure the locker is locked at the end of the day. 

• In the morning, all 7th and 8th graders should report to their homeroom teacher before going to 
their lockers.  

• 7th and 8th grade girls may go to their lockers after 1st, 3rd, and 5th periods.  

• 7th and 8th grade boys may go to their lockers after 2nd and 4th periods. 

• Students who do not follow the locker routines will be disciplined.  

 
Lost and Found 
• The lost and found is located in the gym area.  
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• Please put your child’s name on everything that goes to school. 

• Because of space limitations, all lost and found materials will be given to charity periodically. 

 
Lunch Room 
• Students are accountable for their individual lunch areas. 

• Teachers will dismiss students after their lunch area is clean. 

• Students will hold all trash until a teacher dismisses their section.  

• Students who consistently leave their areas messy may be assigned demerits or lunchroom clean-
up duty for the entire middle school.  

 

National Junior Honor Society 
• The National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) is the nation’s premier organization established to 

recognize outstanding middle school students. More than just an honor roll, NJHS serves to honor 
those students who have demonstrated excellence in the areas of scholarship, service, leadership, 
citizenship, and character.  These characteristics have been associated with membership in the 
organization since its beginning in 1921. 

 

• “Membership in the National Junior Honor Society is both an honor and a responsibility. No 
student has the right to belong to the National Junior Honor Society – it is an honor bestowed by 
the faculty. Students selected for membership are expected to continue to demonstrate the qualities 
of scholarship, service, leadership, citizenship, and character.” – NJHS Handbook 

• Qualification for the National Junior Honor Society is based on the following five personal 
characteristics: scholarship, service, leadership, citizenship, and character. 

• Who is eligible for admission? 
o Any seventh grader who has earned an 85% or higher in each subject excluding physical 

education through the first three marking periods of the seventh grade academic year. 
o Any eighth grader who has earned an 85% or higher in each subject excluding physical 

education through the first three marking periods of the eighth grade academic year. 

• The Selection Process: 
 Candidates must complete a formal application. 

o Candidates must submit a letter of recommendation. 
o Candidates must have demonstrated the five personal characteristics outlined above. 
o All eligible candidates will be screened by a Faculty Committee that reviews applications 

and letters of recommendation and certifies them as eligible for admission. 

• Students are inducted in the spring of the year. 

• National Junior Honor Society will meet on Thursdays during Study Hall in Mrs. Trusty’s room. 
 

Progress Reports – Mid-Terms 
• All students will receive a mid-term report. 
• Students whose averages are 75% or lower will receive a progress report and grade printout giving 

more detail to the nature of the low average. 
 

Report Cards 
• Report cards are sent home with your child at the end of each grading period.  
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• Report cards should be kept by the parents.   

• If either the student or parent has a question regarding the report card, contact the teacher via 
email.   

 

Awards 
• In order to encourage our students to reach for excellence throughout the school year and to 

recognize outstanding performance, scholars are recognized in the following ways.  At the end of 
each quarter, students who earn an 90 or higher in every academic subject will receive a 
Headmaster Scholar ribbon.  Students who earn an 80 or higher in every academic subject will 
receive a Woodland Scholar ribbon.  In order to qualify for the quarterly Headmaster or Woodland 
Scholar ribbons, students must also receive an S or higher in conduct and in all special subjects. 

• Certificates are awarded on Awards Day to students in sixth through eighth grade who earn an 90 
or higher (Headmaster Scholar) or a 80 or higher (Woodland Scholar) in every academic subject 
every nine week period, including the end of year average.  In order for a student in grades six 
through eight to qualify for either  certificate, his or her special subject, elective, (art, computer, 
music, physical education, and tech art) and conduct grade averages must be at least an S. 

 

Sports 
• Woodland encourages all students to participate in the sports program. 

• Woodland offers numerous sporting opportunities including cross country, golf, football, soccer, 
volleyball, basketball, cheerleading, tennis, and track and field. 

• Woodland coaches promote teamwork, dedication, and fair play by teaching the fundamentals of 
their sports.  

• Students who are not involved with a sports team are encouraged to find a way to get involved 
such as coming to matches and games to encourage and support their classmates. 

• Any questions about the sports program can be directed to Lance Morgan, Athletic Director at 
lmorgan@woodlandschool.org 

 

Tuesday Announcements & Headline News 
• Most important parental correspondence is conducted via email.  

• Weekly calendars and other important information will be posted on our school website.  
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Middle School Discipline System 
Level One – The Demerit System –  

Each student begins the 9 weeks with a clean slate. The Demerit System addresses a limited list of 
objective expectations. A student may receive a demerit for any of the following offenses:  

• Tardiness:  Students should be unpacked and at their desks by 8 o’clock.  They are also expected 
to arrive at their classes on time. 

• Dress Code Violations (including hair cuts after a one week notice) 

• Failure to return progress reports within three days from date issued 

• Repeated failure to follow directions 

• Chewing Gum  

• Loud and/or Disruptive behavior during transition periods 

• Inappropriate Language 
 
When a demerit is issued, the student must return his or her copy to the teacher who issued the demerit 
with a signature of a parent or guardian. Failure to do so will result in further disciplinary action issued 
from the teacher who issued the demerit. 
 
If a student accumulates an unacceptable number of demerits, the following system governs the 
consequences: 

• 3 demerits – morning detention-Assistant Head of School  will notify 

• 6 demerits- morning detention and parent conference-Assistant Head of School will notify and 
schedule with parent to formulate an action plan. 

• 9 demerits– further administrative action, possibility of out of school suspension.  Assistant Head 
of School will notify. 

• Morning Detention is at 7:00 a.m. on Thursdays in a middle school classroom. 
 

 Level Two – Administrative Discipline  
This level of discipline can only be administered by an administrator, in most cases the Assistant Head 
of School. 
Parents will be informed when Administrative Discipline is assigned. Examples of misbehavior 
warranting Administrative Discipline include but are not limited to 

• Defiance 

• Disrespect 

• Obscenities 

• Aggression 

• Threatening language, writing, or behavior  

• Honor Code Violation 
 
Examples of Administrative Discipline include but are not limited to:  

• Behavior Probation 

• Detention 

• Suspension (in or out of school) 

• Expulsion 
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Detention Hall  
Detention will function as follows: 

• Detention will be from 7:00 – 7:45 a.m. on Thursdays 

• If a student arrives late, an additional detention will be assigned 

• If a student misses a detention, an additional detention will be assigned unless the absence is 
excused by Administration. Absences will NOT be excused if the student attends school the day of 
the scheduled detention. 

• While in detention, the supervising teacher will assign the student a writing assignment. No 
homework or studying will be permitted during detention. 

• Misbehavior of any type will NOT be tolerated. Additional detentions will be assigned for 
students not following detention procedures. 

• Detentions will be given by the Assistant Head of School. 

• An unreasonable accumulation of Detention Halls will result in further disciplinary action. 
 
Behavior Probation 

Behavior Probation is a last chance for students who are struggling with their behavior. Once a 
student is placed on behavior probation, he or she will be watched closely. The student will NOT 
be allowed to participate in any extra-curricular activities and will meet regularly with the 
Assistant Head of School and Middle School Counselor. Once a student spends nine consecutive 
weeks on behavior probation, his status is reevaluated. If behavior has not improved or disruptive 
behavior continues to occur, additional Level Two administrative discipline will be considered. 

 
Electronic mail, websites, blogs, etc. that threaten or defame Woodland or a Woodland student is 
punishable according to the Middle School Discipline System. 
  
In addition, as stated in the All School Conduct section of the school handbook, Woodland Presbyterian 
School does not tolerate the use and/or possession of alcohol, illegal substances, tobacco, or deadly 
weapons. Either possession or use of any of these items will in all likelihood result in expulsion. 
 
Understanding that every member of our school community must feel safe while interacting with each 
other, any threat of violence towards teachers and/or students will in all likelihood result in expulsion. 
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Important Dates and Activities for the Middle School 
 

School Pictures 8-26-09 
• Students’ school pictures will be taken. Get a good night sleep and come with a smile. 

  
Labor Day Holiday 9-7-09 

• No School – School Holiday 
 

Mid Terms and Progress Reports Issued 9-15-09 
• Teachers are required to send a mid-term report home for all students  

• Students with a 75% or lower will receive a progress report 

• Signed progress reports are due on 9-19-07.  

• Failure to return progress reports within three school days will result in a demerit. 

 
Grandparents’ Day 9-25-09 

• 7th and 8th grade students do not participate in the Grandparent’s Day program but often help with 
other duties. 

• 7th and 8th grade students will have regular classes on Grandparents’ Day.    

• 7th and 8th grade students should report to their homeroom teacher on Grandparents’ Day.  

• 7th or 8th grade students with younger siblings may watch the Grandparents’ Day Program under 
the supervision of their parent. A note from their parent should be given to the homeroom 
teacher. 

• Dress according to the directions of your homeroom teacher. 

 
MAIS High School Fair 9-28-09 

• 8th grade students and their parents are invited to the high school informational fair sponsored by 
MAIS. The fair will be held at the Holiday Inn at the University of Memphis from 5:30-7:30.. 

• See Amy Barker, School Counselor for more information. 

 
Fall Dance 10-02-09, 7:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. 

• Check flyers and/or posters for cost and time of the dance. 

• Once a student arrives at the dance, he/she may NOT go outside for any reason. 

• Woodland students may bring a guest, but they are responsible for the dress and behavior of their 
guest. Please give the guest’s name to one of the supervising teachers. 

• Students or guests who fail to abide by school rules and a high level of courtesy and modesty will 
be asked to leave the dance immediately. 

• Students should be dressed modestly or they will be asked to change their clothes or leave the 
dance. 

• School rules are still in effect at the dance. Failure to abide by school rules could result in 
disciplinary action. 

 
1st Nine Week Grading Period Ends 10-6-09  
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• Teachers close their grading books for the first nine weeks on this day. 

Fall Break 10-7-09 through 10-10-09 
• No School – School Holiday 

 

7th Grade Two Night Trip to Pinecrest 10-12-09 through 10-14-09 
• Each year our 7th grade class takes a fall trip; this year’s destination is Pinecrest Retreat Center in 

Moscow, TN. 

• There are several forms that need to be completed in order for your child to attend. Make sure they 
are returned as soon as possible.  

• An information packet will be sent out several weeks in advance detailing the trip and what is 
needed and expected of your 7th grader. 

• Students participate in a environmental education unit and various team building  
activities. 

 
Camp Bear Track – 8th Grade Fall Trip - 10-13-08 through 10-15-08 

• Camp Bear Track is located at Greers Ferry Lake, Arkansas. The phone number is (501) 825-
8222. 

• Each year our 8th grade class takes a trip to Camp Bear Track in Arkansas. 

• There are several forms that need to be completed in order for your child to attend. Make sure they 
are returned as soon as possible.  

• An information packet will be sent out several weeks in advance detailing the trip and what is 
needed and expected of your 8th grader. 
 

Bridges – 6th Grade Fall Day Trip – 10-13-09 
• 6th grade students travel to the Bridges Experiential Learning Center in Memphis to participate in 

teamwork activities . 
 

Report Cards Issued 10-13-09 

• Report cards are the parents to keep; they do not need to be returned to school. 
 

Parent-Teacher Conference Day 10-23-09 
• You may schedule a parent-teacher conference on an as-needed basis. While conferences are not 

mandatory, they are recommended.    

• There will be no school for students on this day. 

• Schedule a time that is convenient for you.  

• Please email your preferred conference date and time to the teacher with whom you wish to meet. 
The teacher will confirm the time and day with you.  

 

High School Visitation Days (8th grade only)  11/4/09, 11/11/08, 11/18/09 
• Three days in November are designated as high school visitation days. 
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• Woodland 8th graders are encouraged to visit high schools during the morning hours of these three 
days. 

• Students should return to school before 12 o’clock. 

• All homework that is due for the day of high school visit days is due upon return to school.  

• Teachers will schedule no tests or quizzes during the morning hours of the three high school visit 
days. 

• It is the student’s responsibility to complete all make-up work.  

Mid-Term and Progress Reports Issued 11-10-09 
• Teachers are required to send a progress report home for all students with a 75 average or lower.  

• Signed progress reports are due on 11-13-08.  

• Failure to return progress reports within three school days will result in a demerit. 

Spelling Bee 11-20-09 
• Grade level winners in grades 4 – 8 will participate in the Woodland Spelling Bee.  

• Parents are encouraged to come support their child.  

• The Spelling Bee is held in the gym and will begin at 2:00 p.m. 

 
Thanksgiving Holiday 11-25-09 through 11-29-09 

• The school office is closed on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday of Thanksgiving Week. 

• School dismisses at 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday. 

• After School Care is available on Tuesday, November 24th. 

Geography Bee 12-4-09 
• Grade 5 – 8 class winners participate in the school wide Geography Bee.  

• The Geography Bee is held in the gym beginning at 2:00 p.m. 

• Parents are encouraged to come support their child.  

• The winner of the school bee will take a test in order to qualify for the state Geography Bee. 

Middle School Arts Showcase  12-08-09, 7:00 p.m. 
• 6th grade students and 7th and 8th grade students in the Choral elective will be performing in the 

arts showcase.  We will also showcase art completed the first semester.  

Review Days (7th and 8th Grade) 12-09-09 through 12-14-09 
• The last few days before exams will be review days. No new material will be covered. There will 

be no tests or quizzes given during these two review days. 

• The only exception could be the technology test which is given during the regular scheduled 
computer class. 

• Students are encouraged to begin studying for all exams well in advance. 
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Exams (7th and 8th Grade) 12-15-09 through 12-17-09 
• Exams will take place several days before Christmas Break. 

• Exams are cumulative and count 15 %of the semester average for 7th grade and 20% of the 
semester grade for 8th grade.  The 6th grade will have a final test. 

• The exam schedule will be posted on the Middle School calendar (located in Middle School 
hallway) and on the school website. 

• After School Activities will be limited to one hour per day during exam days  

• December 15, 16 and 17th are regular school days. 7th and 8th grade dismisses at 11:30 on 
December 18th.   

• Classes that give cumulative exams are world geography, U.S. history, pre-algebra, Algebra, 
English, Latin, and science.  

 

Grading Period Ends 12-18-09 
• Teachers close their grade books on the 2nd nine weeks. 

 

Christmas Party 12-18-09 
• The 6th, 7th and 8th grade Christmas party will take place on December 18th. 

• Parent volunteers will be needed to bring food and drinks.  
 
 

Martin Luther King Jr. School Holiday  1-18-09 
 

 

Homecoming Celebrations 1/20/10 – 1/22/10 
• Girls and boys should dress according to the daily Homecoming theme.  

• If they decide to not dress according to the daily Homecoming theme, they should be in regular 
dress code. 

Homecoming Presentations (8th grade only) 1-22-10 
• Homecoming Court Presentation Practice  

o There will be a 30-minute walk through on Friday morning. 

• There are two Homecoming Presentations on Friday:  
o 1st Pep Rally, 8

th
 Grade Class Presentation – 2:10, Friday in the gym;  

� 8
th

 grade girls escorted by 8
th

 grade boys 

� Girls and boys should wear Sunday dress. 
� 8th grade boys should wear a dress shirt, dress pants, dress shoes, and a tie (jacket is 

required). 
� 8th grade girls should wear a dress or skirt and blouse with dress shoes. 

o 8
th

 grade Girl Homecoming Presentation – 5:10 p.m., Friday in the gym, escorted by 

fathers or other significant male 
� All dresses should be tasteful and modest.  
� Photograph session begins at 4:30; please be in the gym promptly at 4:30 p.m.  
� 8th grade girls and their escorts line up for presentation at 5:00 p.m. 
� Presentation of escorts and 8th grade girls begins at 5:10 p.m. 
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� 8th grade boys do NOT participate in the 5:10 p.m. presentation. 

 
Homecoming Game and Dance 1-22-10   

• Check flyers and/or posters for cost and time of the dance. 

• Once a student arrives at the dance, he/she may NOT go outside for any reason. 

• Woodland students may bring a guest, but they are responsible for the dress and behavior of their 
guest. Please give the guest’s name to one of the supervising teachers. 

• Students or guests who fail to abide by school rules and a high level of courtesy and modesty will 
be asked to leave the dance immediately. 

• Students should be dressed modestly or they will be asked to call their parents for a change clothes 
or leave the dance. 

• School rules are in effect at the dance. Failure to abide by school rules could result in disciplinary 
action. 

• Boys should wear dress pants and a tie. Girls should wear Sunday dress.  
 

Woodland Science Fair 1/28/09 – 1/29/10 
• Specific details will be given by Mrs. King. 

• Science fair projects will be on display all day, January 28th. 

• Science fair projects should be brought home on January 29th  immediately following school.  
 

WPO Parent Party 2-06-10 
• Enjoy a night of fun and festivities sponsored by the WPO 

 
7th Grade OLSAT Testing 2/8/10 – 2/11/10 

• Otis - Lennon School Ability Test 

• Both 7th and 8th grade classes will meet on different schedules on this day. 
 

Shelby 7/8 Basketball Tournament 2/9/10 – 2/11/10 
• Come out and support your Woodland basketball teams as they compete for a Shelby 7/8 title. 

President’s Day 2-15-10 
• No School – Winter Holiday 

Mid-Term Report and Progress Reports Issued 2-19-10 
• Signed progress reports are due the next day. 

• Failure to return progress reports within three school days will result in a demerit. 

• Teachers are required to send a progess report home for all students with a 75 average or lower.  
 

Family Science Night 2-19-10 



WPS Middle School Handbook  Page 16 

 

National Latin Exam 2-26-10 
• 7th and 8th grade Latin students participate in a worldwide Latin exam. 

• Test scores are announced in late April or early May. 
 

7th and 8th Grade Spring Trip 3/1/10 through 3/5/10 
• The week before Spring Break we will take our semiannual 7th and 8th grade trip to Chicago 

 

Grading Period Ends 3-5-10 
• Teachers close grade books on the 3rd nine-week period. 

Spring Break 3/8/10 through 3/12/10 
• No School – Spring Holiday 

Report Cards Issued 3-16-10 
• Report cards will be given to your child.  

• Report cards are the parents to keep; they do not need to be returned to school. 

Achievement Testing 3-22-10 through 3-26-10 
• 7th and 8th grade will be on a different schedule. 

• Students will go to all classes for a shortened period each day.   

• Students will have no more than one announced quiz or test each day .  

• Middle School teachers strive to reduce homework load by 50%.  
 

Middle School Arts Showcase 5-11-10 
• Required performance for the Percussion elective class and a showing of the art projects from the 

spring semester. 

Middle School Field Day 5-14-10 
• Wear P.E. shorts, tennis shoes, and your Field Day t-shirt and enjoy a day of fun and competition. 

• Field Day begins at 11:15 a.m. with lunch on the upper field. 

• Students should report to school at 8:00 a.m. even though Field Day does not begin until 11:15 
a.m. 

• All classes will meet the morning before Field Day. 
 

Middle School Sports Banquet 5-17-10 
• All Woodland athletes are invited to celebrate all of their athletic achievements. 

• The Sports Banquet takes place in the Fellowship Hall and begins at 6:00 p.m.  

• All athletes are expected to wear Sunday dress (skirts, dresses, dress pants, ties, etc.) 



WPS Middle School Handbook  Page 17 

 

Review Days (7th and 8th Grade) 5-12-10 through 5-17-10 
The dates listed before exams will be review days. No new material will be covered during these two 
days of class. There will be no tests or quizzes given during these review days. 

• The only exception could be the computer test; the computer test will take place during the regular 
scheduled Computer class. 

• Students are encouraged to begin studying for all exams well in advance. 
 

7th and 8th Grade Exams 5-19-10 through 5-21-09 
• Exams are cumulative and count 15% for 7th grade and 20% for 8th grade of the semester average. 

• The exam schedule will be posted in the middle school hallway calendar and on the webpage. 

• Classes that give cumulative exams are U.S. history,  pre-algebra, Algebra I, English, Latin, and 
science. 

 

7th & 8th Grade Holiday 5-24-10 
• 7th and 8th grade students get a day off to relax their brains after a strenuous exam week! 

 

8th Grade Party 5-24-10 
• The 8th grade moms will plan a party.  

• The party is planned by the 8th grade room mothers. 
 

6th and 7th Grade Party 5-25-10 
• 6th and 7th grade room moms may plan a year end party on this date. 

• Room mothers plan the party and have it approved by administration. 
  

8th Grade Graduation 5-25-10 
• 8th graders will wear modest dress clothes. Girls should wear white dresses. Boys should wear 

dress pants, dress shirt, coat, tie, and dress shoes (no worn down, old Walabees please).  

• 8th grade class photo will be taken at 5:15 p.m. in the chapel 

• 8th grade report cards are given to parents at the reception following graduation. 

• A brief reception, sponsored by the church, follows the Baccalaureate and Graduation service. 
 

6th and 7th Grade Awards Day 5-26-10 
• Students may come to school as early as 8:00 a.m. or as late as 9:15 a.m. 

• Students should report to their homerooms upon arrival to Woodland.  

• Students must report to their homerooms by 9:15 a.m. 

• The Awards Program begins at 10:00 a.m. and is over by 11:30 a.m. 

• The awards program takes place in the church sanctuary. 
. 

Report Cards Issued 5-26-10 
• 6

th
 and 7

th
 grade report cards are given to students after Award’s Day.  

• 8th grade report cards are given out to parents at the graduation reception. 
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Woodland Presbyterian Middle School  
Honor Code 

 

Honor Commitment 
 
Woodland Presbyterian School believes that a solid academic preparation is of little value without a 
learned and practiced sense of honor and integrity. Students in all grades make a commitment to tell the 
truth always; do and take credit for their own work only; work and play fairly with their peers; and touch 
nothing that does not belong to them. Woodland students do not tolerate dishonesty in themselves or in 
others. In addition, middle school students sign this honor pledge at the beginning of the school year, and 
renew their commitment with the words, “I pledge,” on all quizzes, tests, and exams. 
 
 
As a Woodland student: 
 

• I will not give nor receive help on any class work, homework, quizzes, tests, 
exams, or projects, unless specifically allowed by the teacher. 

• I will not take, use, or borrow anything that is not mine without permission. 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Student Signature ___________________________________Date ______________ 
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6th and 7th Grade Room Mothers’ Responsibilities 
The list below includes a brief description of most of the duties and responsibilities of the 6th and 7th 
grade room mothers. (all are subject to change, check with Michelle Packer for possible changes) 

Christmas Luncheon, December  
• Sit with the students in class while the classroom teacher attends WPO Christmas Luncheon  

 

Plan the 6th, 7th and 8th grade Christmas parties- December  
• Contact the teachers to work out party specifics 

• Doughnuts, juice, milk, etc.  
 

Teacher Appreciation Luncheon, February 
• Sit with the students in class while the classroom teacher attends WPO Luncheon  

 

Parent Party Gift, February 
• Coordinate classroom donation for parent party auction item. 

 

8th Grade Graduation Reception, May  
• 7th grade room mothers are responsible for organizing and hosting the 8th grade graduation 

reception following graduation. 

• The 8th grade reception is coordinated through the WPO. 
 

End-of-Year Party, May 
• Coordinate time, place, food, etc, for end of the year celebration. 

• The end-of-year party should be approved by administration.  
 

8th Grade Room Mothers’ Responsibilities 
The List below includes a brief description of most of the duties and responsibilities of 8th grade room 
mothers.  

Christmas Luncheon, December  
• Sit with the students in class while the classroom teacher attends WPO Christmas Luncheon 

(approximately 1 1/2 hours) 
 

Christmas Party for First Grade Friend, December 
• Arrange pizza, drinks, dessert, and paper products for 8th graders and 1st graders 

 

Teacher Appreciation Luncheon, February 
• Sit with the students in class while the classroom teacher attends WPO Luncheon (approximately 

1 1/2 hours). 
 

Parent Party Gift, February 
• Coordinate classroom donation for parent party auction item. 

 

End-of-Year Party, May  
• Coordinate time, place, food, etc, for off campus party. 

• The end-of-year party should be approved by administration.  
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First Grade Friends 
 

• All 8th grade students are assigned a first grade friend in late August or early September. As class 
sizes vary, some 8th graders might have more than one 1st grade friend. 

• The purpose of first grade friends is to build a mentoring relationship with a younger Woodland 
student.  

• It is important that all eighth grade students understand the impact that their words or actions can 
have on their first grade friend.  

• 8th graders are role models for their first grade friends, and they are expected to act accordingly. 
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
• 8th graders will meet with their first grade friends at least once a month.  

• Very small gifts, hand drawn picture or short notes can make these meetings very special. 

• Please DO NOT send expensive gifts.  
 

CHRISTMAS TIME 
• In December, the 8th grade room mothers organize and provide a pizza lunch for the 8th grade class 

and their 1st grade friends.  
o Money may be collected from 8th graders a week in advance of the pizza party.  

• At Christmas time and at the end of the year, the 1st and 8th graders exchange small gifts.  

• Please do not send expensive gifts to exchange.  

• Spending a lot of money is not necessary and can lead to jealousy or hurt feelings. 
 

END-OF-THE-YEAR PARTY 
• At the end of the year, the 1st grade provides a lunch for the 8th grade in celebration of their 

upcoming graduation.  
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Bridges  Retreat Day 2009  
Sixth Grade 

 
Date:  Depart by bus from Woodland School on Tuesday, October 13th at  8:30 a.m.   

Return the same day at 4:30p.m. 
Chaperones:   Gina Lester and Carol Percival 
Activities:  Team Building exercises 
Cost   $50.00 payable to woodland 
 
Required Gear  Tennis Shoes and Comfortable casual clothing 
Transportation: Chartered Bus 
Contact Information: Bridges , 477 N. Fifth Street, Memphis   260-3776 
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
I give my permission for my child,______________________________to attend the Woodland School 
Sixth Grade Bridges Retreat on Tuesday, October 13th. 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________________________ 
 

Please return this form and payment to your child’s teacher. 
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Pinecrest Two Night Retreat 2009      Seventh Grade 
 
Dates        Depart by bus from Woodland School on Monday, October 12 at 8:30 a.m.  

           Return to Woodland on Wednesday, October 14 at 3:00 p.m. 
                                    
Chaperones  Pinecrest Staff and school chaperones 

 
Required Gear Tennis shoes (2 pair), insect repellent, warm  

  Clothes, grubby clothes, sleeping bag or sheets and      
  Blanket, pillow, towels (2), toiletries,   Flashlight! 

 
Activities  Outdoor education and team building activities 
 
Cost              $175, includes all meals, lodging, and transportation. 
 

Contact Information  
Pinecrest Retreat Center, Moscow, TN, 901-878-1247   

  Medications (See form below) 

Please fill out and detach the permission slip and medical form below.   
Return it with payment to Woodland School, attention Marla Staton, no  
later than Wednesday, October 1st. Make checks payable to WPS. 
 
 
Permission Slip 
 
I hereby give permission for my child, _______________________________                                                                
to attend the Woodland’s Pinecrest trip from Monday, October 12th through Wednesday, October 14th.  I 
understand that the Woodland Handbook is in effect for these days and that possession and/ or use of 
tobacco, drugs, or alcohol could result in expulsion.    
 
He/ she receives the following medication(s):_________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 
at the following times: ______________________________________________                                                                      
I release Woodland School to dispense these medications in accordance with the above. 
 
Parent’s Signature:_________________________________ Date: ___________                                                                                                                
 

Please detach and send this portion back with payment to Marla Staton. 

Checks should be made payable to Woodland Presbyterian School.  
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Camp Bear Track 2009                                    Eighth Grade 
 
Dates:  Depart Monday, October 12th at 8:00 a.m.  Return Wednesday,  

    October 14th at 3:30 p.m.  
 
Camp Contact Info:  Camp Bear Track, Jack and Olivia Dowell, Directors.  Greers  

Ferry Lake, Drascoe,  AR.  (501) 825-8222.    
 
Chaperones:  Camp Bear Track staff and school chaperones  
 
Activities:  Expert instruction in ropes courses, team building activities and a wide  

range of sports and activities 

 
Cost:            $215 includes all transportation, meals, lodging, and programs 
 
Required Gear:   Tennis shoes (2 pair), insect repellent, warm  

  Clothes, grubby clothes, sleeping bag or sheets and      
  Blanket, pillow, towels (2), toiletries,   Flashlight! 
 

                 Medications (See form below) 

             
Optional Gear: Hiking boots, tennis racquet, camera, money for Camp Canteen 
                            
Please fill out and detach the permission slip below and return it with payment (checks payable to 
Woodland School, attention Marla Staton) no later than Wednesday, October 1st.   
Permission Slip 
I hereby give permission for my child _______________________________________ 
to attend the Woodland School Camp Bear Track trip from Monday, October 12 through Wednesday, October 14.  I 
understand that the Woodland Handbook is in effect for these days and that possession and/or use of tobacco, 
drugs, or alcohol could result in expulsion.    
 
He/she receives the following medication(s): ______________________________________  
at the following times: ______________________________________________________ 
I release Woodland School to dispense these medications in accordance with the above. 
 

Parent’s Signature: __________________________________ Date:   __________ 

Please detach and send back with payment to Marla Staton. 
  Make checks payable to Woodland Presbyterian School. 
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Parent Conference Sheet for_______________________________ 
 

Your conference is scheduled for ___________ at __________ in room _____. This planning sheet will 
help you identify topics you may want to discuss during the conference. Please complete any sections that 
are appropriate and bring it to the conference with you.  

   

What are your goals for your child this year?  

   

   

What specific concerns do you have about your child's academic progress or behavior?  

   

   

What general questions do you have about classroom curriculum, standards, evaluation techniques, 
or procedures?  

   

   

 

What questions or concerns does your child have about school? (Complete this section with your 
child.)  

   

   

    

 What do you want me to know about your child?  

 

 

 


